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European ight activity down sharply

The latest report on European business aviation from Hamburg-based
intelligence specialists WINGX Advance shows a steep reduction in overa
ight activity. Year-on-year gures for January 2015 show a 5.8% reductior]
— 49,929 corporate aviation ights. Business jet tra ¢ was down 7% and
turboprop ights by just over 1%. The total gure is comparable to the
dark days of January 2009, just after the economic crash. The gures for
Western Europe overall reduced by 4%, with Germany showing &
reduction of nearly 10% and Switzerland 6%. In France and Italy, the news
was a little more positive with falls of 2% and 3% respectively. The gureg
for Eastern Europe re ected startling reductions, perhaps to be expected
Flights in Ukraine fell by 59%, in Russia by 23% and in Austria (which relies
on Eastern European business) by 17%.

Aero India 2015 and the missing
manufacturers

This year’s Aero India show, which opened on 18 February at the Yelahanki
Air Force base in Bengalaru, was noted more for the corporate aircraft
manufacturers who were absent than those actually exhibiting. Although
Dassault displayed both the Falcon 7X and 2000LXS, neither Gulfstrear]
nor Bombardier brought any aircraft to the event. The reason for their
absence has not been con rmed but industry analysts have speculated
that government restrictions have led to reduced optimism and percep-
tion of the Indian corporate aircraft market. These restrictions include
large import duties on aircraft for private use and the challenges of private
aviation infrastructure, which has been slow to develop.

QD

=)

. N
Corporate Aircraft News

In another signi cant landmark for the Swiss manufacturer, Pilatus Aircraft
delivered the 1,300th PC-12 in a ceremony on 23 February. The aircraft, [a
PC-12NG, is the fourth example to be handed over to US company Surf A
— an innovative operator established as a private air travel club providing
frequent yers with unlimited ights over particular routes for a set
monthly fee. Surf Air last year placed an order for 15 PC-12NG, with option
on a further 50.

The delivery comes as the manufacturer commences ground testing of its
new PC-24 versatile light jet. The aircraft is due to make its rst ight in
May 2015.

French manufacturer Daher-Socata announced a major rebranding at its
annual press brie ng on 25 February. The rm will now be known simply as
Daher and will drop the use of Socata, which has been part of the brand
since 1966. The company manufactures the TBM range of turboprop
singles including the TBM-850 and the new TBM-900.

On 3 March, Airbus Helicopters unveiled its new medium twin helicopter
at Heli-Expo 2015 in Orlando. The H160 has been developed to compete
directly with the AgustaWestland AW139 and will o er accommodation
for up to 12 passengers. The totally new design will feature a fully
composite airframe, Blue Edge main rotor blades and Helionix avionics
suite. The aircraft is slated for its rst ight later this year with initial
customer deliveries due in 2018.

On 25 February Sikorsky con rmed that it had received EASA certi cation
for the VIP version of the S-76D helicopter. The S-76D which received
baseline certi cation from the FAA in 2012 features advanced avionics and
e cient PW210S powerplant.
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CATEGORY
Large Size Jet

MANUFACTURER
Gulfstream Aerospace, USA

ENGINE
2xX RR Spey RB.163 Mk 511-8 turbofans

LENGTH WINGSPAN

25.32m 23.72m
RANGE MAX. SPEED

6,760 km 928 kmh
SEATING CAP. NO. OF CREW

19 2
MAXIMUM TAKE-OFF WEIGHT (MTOW)

31,615 kg

DESCRIPTION

A total of 202 Gulfstream llIs were built
from 1979 to 1986 when production
ceased. The GlIl was a development of the
Gll and the prototype rst ew in

December 1979, with customer deliveries
commencing early the following year. The
Glll o ered a new and larger wing,
winglets, a fuselage stretch of 97cm, a
redesigned nose and new fuel tanks
providing greater capacity and therefore
range. The Glll was replaced by the larger
Gulfstream IV, which o ered much quieter
and more e cient Roll-Royce Tay
turbofans.

The number of GlllIs remaining in service ig
dwindling due in a large part to ever
increasing noise restrictions, which
necessitate costly modi cations to the
Spey powerplant. European operations arg
limited to government aircraft.




