


Gulfstream Aerospace surprised the industry by
unveiling two new large-cabin models to add to its 
range of business jets, just a few days before the NBAA 
opened in Orlando. The G500 and G600 will �t 
between the existing G450, G550 and G650. Both the 
new aircraft will feature “�y-by-wire” control, wider-
cabins than both the G450 and G550, will use consid-
erable composite material in their construction and 
feature the Gulfstream Symmetry avionics suite based 
upon Honeywell’s Primus Epic cockpit.

The G500 will be powered by PW814GA turbofans
while the G600 will use the PW815GA. According to 
the manufacturer, both aircraft can be con�gured for 
up to 19 passengers and a key selling point will be 
their ability to �y long distances at high speed cruise. 
It is understood that Gulfstream will continue to 
market and produce the G450 and G550 – these new 
designs will not replace the existing models. First 
deliveries of the G500 are expected in 2018, with the 
G600 in 2019.

@Register_An_Aircraft Embraer performance & predictions
The most delivered corporate jet model in 2014 was the Embraer Phenom 
300. The Brazilian manufacturer handed over a total of 73 aircraft – a large 
slice of 92 light jets that it produced during the year. Over 250 Phenom 300 
are in service worldwide and the design accounts for some 57% of the 
light jet market. The aircraft has also accumulated close to 200,000 �ight 
hours since service introduction. In a further signi�cant landmark for the 
programme, on 2 April the manufacturer delivered the 100th Phenom 
assembled at its plant in Melbourne, Florida. The aircraft has been placed 
on the Portuguese register and will operate in Europe as part of the 
NetJets �eet. 
In another positive note the company expects a 50% increase in deliveries 
of large corporate jets in 2015. With the introduction of the new Legacy 
500 and 450 it expects to hand over up to 40 aircraft compared to 24 in 
2014. The company further estimates that corporate jet revenues will be 
up to $1.85 billion – up from $1.591 billion last year.

Corporate Aircraft News
In what the manufacturer views as a signi�cant landmark for the project, 
Gulfstream con�rmed that its super-midsize G280 received certi�cation 
from Brazilian authorities in the last week of March. This paves the way for 
the start of deliveries to Brazilian operators. Gulfstream has made it clear 
that it sees Brazil as a market with large potential for the model more than 
50 of which are currently in service.
The new US fractional operator PlaneSense has placed an order for up to 
�ve Nextant 400XTis. The aircraft, a re-manufacture and re-work of 
pre-owned Hawker 400 airframes will be the �rst jet aircraft to enter 
service with the operator which currently operates a �eet of Pilatus PC-12 
turboprops. The operator also expects to receive early examples of the 
new PC-24 light jet from mid-2017. 
Completion specialist Jet Aviation based in Basel (BSL) has won a contract 
with Boeing Business Jets to provide and complete interiors of two 
BBJ777-300 aircraft due for delivery to an undisclosed Asian buyer. The 
aircraft are set for completion by the end of Q3 2018. Jet Aviation has 
undertaken similar work on a total of 25 BBJs of various marques since 
1999. 
Rapidly expanding charter operator VistaJet marked a major milestone at 
the end of March as it retired its last Bombardier Learjet. The company’s 
�eet is now comprised of Bombardier Challenger and Global aircraft. The 
company operated a total of 20 Learjets since 2004. Vistajet produced 
some striking statistics for its Learjet �eet: 18,262 �ights, 42,962 hours and 
28,685 passengers. 
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AIRCRAFT FACT FILE  \\
Douglas DC8-72

CATEGORY

MANUFACTURER

ENGINE 

LENGTH WINGSPAN

RANGE MAX. SPEED

SEATING CAP. NO. OF CREW

Heavy Jet

Douglas Aircraft, USA

4x CFM CFM CFM56-2-C5 turbofans

47.98 m 45.24 m

8,945 km 887 kmh

Up to 189 3

DESCRIPTION

The Douglas DC8 was one of the most 
popular early commercial jet airliners and 
was produced in large numbers and over 
several versions between 1958 and 1972. 
As with the competing Boeing 707 a 
number of former commercially operated 
air frames found new life as corporate/VVIP 
transports. 
The -70 series was a programme in place 
between 1982 and 1988 to convert series 
-60 aircraft with more fuel-e�cient 
powerplant. The original JT3D engines 
were replaced with more fuel-e�cient 
CFM56-2 high-bypass turbofans. The 
conversion also included new air intakes 
and engine pylons. The DC8-72, based on 
the long-range -62 was the most popular 
with corporate and government          
customers. A total of 110 -60 aircraft were 
converted and a dwindling and very small 
number remain currently airworthy.

San Marino & Nigeria sign 83bis
As we have previously reported in Airborne, corporate operators based in 
Nigeria face challenges with regard to jurisdiction of registration to satisfy 
�nancial institution restrictions. A lack of local rules governing corporate 
aircraft operation has made such operations very di�cult. In a potentially 
signi�cant move, the Civil Aviation Authority of San Marino (SM-CAA) has 
signed an 83 bis agreement with the Nigerian Civil Aviation Authority. This 
agreement allows commercial operation of aircraft on Nigerian Air            
Operator Certi�cates (AOCs) to be placed on the San Marino registry, an 
authority fully regulated by EASA. The agreement allows two states to 
share oversight – with the registering authority and regulators in the third 
party state.  

MAXIMUM TAKE-OFF WEIGHT (MTOW)

161,025 kg


